1997 Yamaha Enticer II

ET410 TRA 2 up seating,
forward, reverse.

LOW KMs
$
295000
Dingwall Ford Sales Ltd.

737-3440

Monday - Friday
8AM-6PM
Sat. 9am-12PM
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Policing costs under
the microscope in
Sioux Lookout
Tim Brody
STAFF WRITER

A

new provincial funding
formula is pushing the
cost of policing through
the roof and police have all they
can handle between paperwork
and responding to calls for
service.
Sioux Lookout CAO Merlin
Dewing explained that for 2004
the total cost of policing per
household was about $1230.
Under the old funding
formula the Municipality would
get back everything but $90 per
household.
For 2005 the cost of
policing was about $1250 per
household.
Under the new funding
formula the Municipality gets
back only half of that minus

$150 per household.
This change resulted in a $1.4
million increase in the cost of
policing in Sioux Lookout that
had to be factored into the 2005
budget.
Dewing said that one time
transitional funding from the
province was used to offset the
increase in the cost of policing,
which still resulted in a tax
increase of 11.82 per cent.
Without that one time
funding, the tax increase
could have been higher, so in
an effort to prevent that, the
Municipality is lobbying the
provincial government.
“Council has sent delegations
to the Minister of Finance, other
ministries, to municipal affairs.
We’re lobbying everyone we
See PICKLE on page 6
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Happy New Year
It was a mild –11°C on the morning of January 1 as the sun rose over Sioux Lookout for the ﬁrst time
in 2006. Cloud cover obscured the sun as it rose higher, but the sight was still inspiring for those who
observed it.

Inside The Bulletin Chief medical officer of health
NEWS:

New year, new baby

fuming over judicial review
Tim Brody
STAFF W RITER

See SIOUX on page 2

NEWS:
Getting a grip on winter
driving
See STUDDED on page 2

NEWS:

One step closer to the
Tournament of Hearts
See SATURDAY on page 11

NEWS:
Multi-media artist
teaches his craft
See ARTIST on page 12

1998 Contour
Sport

35 KING ST
SIOUX LOOKOUT
807-737-3440
1-877-515-3673 ext 3

“

FROM a health point of
view it’s nonsense. It’s
utter insanity. It’s saying
that even though I’m trained
regarding health hazards,
have the job in the region to
intervene regarding health
hazards as they affect the
public, that I’m not allowed
to with this one.”
That’s what Northwestern
Health Unit Chief Medical
Officer of Health Dr. Pete
Sarsfield said regarding the
January 4 Ontario Divisional
Court
judgement
which
supported a decision made
by the Health Services
Appeal and Review Board
that Sarsfield acted “beyond

the scope of his authority” in
implementing a smoking ban
in 2003 within the jurisdiction
of the health unit.
The Ministry of the
Attorney General for Ontario,
in support of Sarsfield, had
applied for a judicial review
to quash the decision made by
the Health Services Appeal
and Review Board.
Sarsfield commented of
the divisional court ruling,
“It’s interesting the reasons
they give. They say that,
and here’s a quote, ‘The
medical officer of health’s
decision and his orders
engage questions and issues
of public policy, economic
interests, and the freedom to
engage in an otherwise lawful
activity.’ From a health point

LOW KMs
$

5,950.00

See DON’T on page 7

2002 Avalanche Stk# K2485A
Z71 4X4
V8, A.T., Air, Cruise,

Stk# D1777A
4cyl, A.T., Air, Cruise,
Command Start, Power
Package, AM/FM/CD

of view it’s nonsense. There
is no public policy regarding
second hand smoke. There
is a public policy regarding
the preventing of health
hazards and this is one, but
show me a public policy that
says it’s okay to be exposed
to second hand smoke. There
isn’t one.
Number two, economic
interests. Since when did
economic interests overrule
public safety and number
three, freedom to engage in
an otherwise lawful activity.
They’re unbelievable. It’s
legal to drive a car but it’s
not legal to drive it in a
dangerous fashion. So sure
it’s legal to smoke. I wasn’t

Ryan Parent
and

Team Canada

Leather, Tonneau Cover,
Moonroof, AM/FM/CD

Fully Loaded
$
00

19,490.
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Sioux Lookout welcomes first baby of 2006
Tim Brody
STAFF WRITER

A

new year, new
opportunities, and
new life.
Bella Peyton Sharen

Meekis, daughter of
Jennifer Day and John
Russell Meekis of Deer
Lake, entered the world
at 11:48 a.m. January 1 at
the Meno Ya Win Health
Centre Fifth Avenue Site

in Sioux Lookout.
Day, who has ﬁve boys
and one other daughter,
said, “This was my
daughter’s
Christmas
wish in her letter to
Santa. She wanted a little

sister.”
Nurses
from
the
hospital presented Day
and her new daughter
with a gift basket full
of donations from the
community.

Studded tires gaining
momentum in Sioux Lookout
Matt Driscoll
STAFF WRITER

A

piece of winter
driving equipment
from decades past

is making a big comeback
in Northern Ontario.
The
November
decision by the Ontario
government to re-allow
the use of lightweight

studded tires on Northern
Ontario roads during
winter has them ﬂying
off the shelves of local
dealers.
Bill 169 stipulates

We will transfer you
from other
reconnect
companies for
FREE!

49

$
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$

No Bank Account Needed
No Credit Checks Done
Long Distance - 5.9¢ / minute

1-800-456-0652
www.ontarioteleconnect.com

Continued on page 3

SPECIAL THANKS

Do you need phone service?

Paying too much
with your present
provider?

residents living north
of, and including, Parry
Sound and Nipissing
Districts, may drive
anywhere in Ontario

The Board of Directors and Staff of First Step Women’s Shelter
would like to thank the following businesses and members of
community for their contributions and donations in support of the
Adopt-A-Family Program held over the Christmas Holidays:
Bearskin Airlines Staff
Queen Elizabeth District High School Staff and Students
Sioux Lookout Chamber of Commerce
Pelican Falls First Nations High School Elders, Staff, Student Counsel
and Students
Sacred Heart School staff
St. Andrew’s United Church Women
Independent First Nations Alliance Staff
BMO Bank of Montreal Staff
Wahsa Distance Education Centre Staff
Equay-Wuk Women’s Group
Rotary Club of Sioux Lookout
The Salvation Army
McKenzie Forest Products
Aboriginal Healthy Babies/Healthy Children Program and Staff
Investors Group
Tikinagan Child and Family Services Staff
Sioux Lookout OPP Detachment Staff
Wellington Inn
Knowles McGill and Associates
Norah Love and Biidaaban Children’s Centre Staff
Carroll’s Service
Stina’s Sweets
Charles Roy – Hazel Open
Stanley and Jean Husak
Charlie Marino
Amanda Nissley
Billy George
Carla Bellman
Alana Thompson
Pat Belluz
Kirk and Rosalie Davis
Bruce George
A Big Thank You to First Step Women’s Shelter Staff for all their help
in coordinating and ensuring its success. We hope that we have not
left anybody out, but if we have we apologize

You are cordially invited to attend
The Sioux Lookout
Chamber of Commerce

Contact Anne at the
Sioux Lookout Chamber Office 737-1937

Free One-to-One Computer Training
Internet

Word, Excel

Email

Digital Camera
Music, Internet Radio

E-Business

Online Banking

Web Pages
@ the Sioux
Lookout Public
Library!
737-3660

SALE

IT’S BACK!

Attendees, pre-register by January 18th
to receive a free gift bag.

www.siouxbulletin.com

WINTER BOOKING

Wedding Show
Sunday, January 22nd 1pm - 4pm
Forest Inn - Rainforest Room

Bulletin Photo/Tim Brody

Jennifer Day cradles daughter Bella Peyton Sharen
Meekis.

60% OFF
List Price
Only for the months of January & February
Offer expires February 28, 2006
Some conditions apply. See dealer for details.

 !LCONA $R
3IOUX ,OOKOUT
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Studded tire business has been brisk so far this winter
Continued from page 2

from October 1 to April
30 using lightweight
Scandinavian studs.
The tires had been
banned in Ontario since
the early 1970s, when it
was believed they caused
signiﬁcant wear and rutting
to roads.
“I’ve found them to be
pretty good so far,” said
Patty Brinkman, one of the
ﬁrst Sioux Lookouters to
sport a set of studs. “I’ve
noticed that when I pull
away from a stop sign I
don’t spin.”
Although
Brinkman
had her tires installed just
before Christmas, she said
with the favourable weather
she hasn’t been able to give
them a real test yet.
“I think they’re going
to be good,” she said.
“When I come into work
in the morning, sometimes
the highway hasn’t been
plowed yet and I’ve had
some scary experiences, so
I decided I’m going for the
studs.”
Jim DeRose installed all
four of Brinkman’s studded
tires at JT service, and he’s
hoping to install a lot more.
“Everyone
was
wondering when the law
would pass so they could buy
their tires,” said DeRose.
He said business in the
studded tires has been brisk
so far this winter, with about
30 sold. He anticipates even
better sales as word spreads.
“I think next year they’ll
be a good seller,” he said.
“People want the tires so
they don’t ﬁshtail when
they’re out on the highway,
and it’s probably a good
winter to have them.”
While some tire dealers
choose to attach the studs
themselves, Derose said JT
Service orders them from
Winnipeg and they arrive
pre-studded and ready for
the road.
Mark Greene, parts
manager at Madsen Motors,
said while he hasn’t had
any requests for studded
tires yet, he is familiar with
them from when he lived
in Newfoundland, where
studs have been legal for
years.
“I’ve driven cars with

Correction
In
the
picture
“Recognizing service”
in last week’s edition
of the bulletin, one of
the recipient’s names
was misspelled. The
proper spelling is
Willie Noland.

studded tires and it’s
amazing. Starting up at
a stop sign if there’s ice,
there’s no hesitation, you
just go,” he said. “The
studded tire is going to give
you way better traction in
the winter time. It’s a lot
better at handling. You
don’t tend to slide like you
do now.”

Greene said studded
tires are not without their
ﬂaws.
“It doesn’t make you
invincible. Some people
think that when you have
studded tires you can go
as fast as you want, but
you’re just going to go
in the ditch faster. They
are also going to wear

out faster if you’re using
them on the highway,” he
said. “I’m of two minds
about it, but personally I
have an older truck, and
I would like to have a set
for the back of my truck…
living in Northern Ontario
it would be a great thing to
have.”
RP Tires in Dryden has

supplied tires to many
Northwestern
Ontario
customers, including the
Sioux Lookout OPP. They
are also offering studded
tires and do all of the
studding themselves.
“The tire comes in and
if the customer wants the
tire studded then we put
the studs in,” said Rick

Ledoux, a tire technician
with RP Tires. “It takes
about an hour to do all
four.”
Ledoux also said the
tires are hot sellers, with
over 100 sold already. He
said the cost is $25 per
studding, but all tires must
be new and have the proper
holes to install studs.
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Outdoor rinks and other delights
is owned and published by
948892 Ontario Inc. and
distributed every Wednesday
to the communities of Sioux
Lookout, Hudson, Pickle
Lake, Wabigoon and 19
Northern communities.
Box 1389
40 Front Street
Sioux Lookout, Ontario
P8T 1B9
Tel. (807) 737-3209
Fax (807) 737-3084
Email:
bulletin@siouxbulletin.com
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Dick MacKenzie
Reporters/Photographers
Tim Brody
Matt Driscoll
Advertising Sales Circulation
James Brohm
Production Manager
Irene Rundle
Receptionist/Bookkeeper
Lena Nicholson

Quite a few local people work to clear or create ice rinks,
on the lakes or in backyards, for skating, curling and other
cold-weather sports. If you have such a treasure, please
let us know. We’d like to feature your project and your
pictures this winter.
Ice Dreams ( www.icedreams.ca ) is a national Go for
Green program that encourages the development and use
of new and existing outdoor rinks in Canada. It provides
opportunities for girls and boys of all ages to get active
in the outdoors during winter by playing hockey or other
games on frozen ponds and waterways, or backyard,
neighbourhood and community rinks.
The idea is to ‘rip the roof off winter’ and create
opportunities for unstructured play, healthy, outdoor physical
activity and community-based sport.
Ice Dreams is a component of Go for Green’s Winter
Green initiative.
To increase the number of outdoor community, backyard
and natural rinks in Canada.
To increase the use of existing outdoor rinks and ice
surfaces.
Build outdoor community ice surfaces.
The main thrust of the Ice Dreams program is to encourage

Canadians to build and use outdoor ice surfaces. These
surfaces range from backyard, neighbourhood, or community
rinks, to frozen ponds and waterways.
Encourage active participation and safe play.
These ice surfaces will encourage Canadian children
and adults to be outside and get active during the winter
months. In areas of the country where it is not possible to
build ice surfaces due to warm weather, we will encourage
communities to allocate safe places where kids can play ball
or roller hockey.
Develop a registry of outdoor rinks.
In order to gauge the effectiveness of this program, and to
keep the program strong over the long term, we will encourage
all Canadians who build rinks to register their ice surfaces on
our registry in contributing to the rinks across the country.
Canadian children are facing a ﬁtness crisis:
Children are spending more and more time in passive
activities averaging 56 hours/week.
40% of children 5-8 can be classiﬁed as obese.
40% of children have at least one risk factor for heart
disease.
Juvenile diabetes, osteoporosis and certain cancers are
strongly related to physically inactive lifestyles.

Contributors
Graeme Mackechnie
Laura Sayers
Bradley Harper
Unsigned editorials are
produced by the Bulletin’s
editorial board.
For advertising rates and
information contact James
Brohm.
Display Ads: 737-4207
Classiﬁeds: 737-3209
The deadline for advertising
copy is Thursday at noon for
the following week’s edition,
Wednesday at noon before a
long weekend.
Publication mail permit
# 0281646

The
Sioux
Lookout
Bulletin welcomes letters
from readers. Letters must
be signed and should
include a clearly printed
name, address and telephone
number. Names will be
published but not addresses
or phone numbers.
All letters may be edited
for style and length. Letters
to the editor should not
exceed 200 words.
The Bulletin will not print
any submissions that promote
or encourage racist, sexist,
ageist or discriminatory
practices.
Please mail your letters
to:
The Sioux Lookout Bulletin
Box 1389
Sioux Lookout, Ontario
P8T 1B9
fax us at:
737-3084
e-mail us at:
bulletin@siouxbulletin.com
or visit our website:
www.siouxbulletin.com

R e g a r d i n g
ambulance cuts
Regarding the Code
1 and 2 transfers,
the Sioux Lookout
First Nations Health
Authority
already
transports the majority
of patients coming
out of the northern
communities who don’t
require the services
of an ambulance. The
percentage of patients
that the ambulance
actually transports is
minor compared to the
number of patients who
are transferred from the
northern communities.
These patients are
emergencies
coming
out of the northern
communities brought in
by air ambulances who
are staffed by advanced
care and critical care
paramedics. Our patient
care in these conditions
is not unique. All
patients
transferred
by
air
ambulance
throughout the province
of Ontario are met at the
airport by ambulance
services.
If
these
calls
originated in the town
of Sioux Lookout, rather
than a remote northern
community, they would
have been coded a Code
3 or 4, necessitating the
use of an “ambulance
crew” staffed with
paramedics, NOT a
“private
transport
crew.” The reason these
calls are coded 2 by the
ambulance dispatch is

due to the fact that they
are “scheduled” calls,
and in no way reflect
the patients’ physical
condition.
In
reference
to
the comments made
by
board
member
Leney
and
Chief
Administrative Officer
Lif,
stating,
“One
of the main reasons
expenses are so high
in the first place is
because of paramedics’
salaries.”
We have
negotiated in good
faith with the KDSB
since its inception. We
followed the processes
allowed for under the
Labour Relations Act
in negotiating a first
collective agreement
which began in August,
2002.
Both parties
agreed to enter into
arbitration and having
an arbitrator finally
rule on the wages. We
recently
negotiated
a second collective
agreement, in good
faith, which was ratified
by both the board and
the members of CUPE
Local 5911. The bottom
line is that our wages
are
comparable
to
paramedics throughout
the province of Ontario.
I believe the key issue
is a lack of funding
provided to our northern
communities by the
provincial government.
Keith Hunt
Wandering dogs
Well the town is now

selling 2006 dog tags.
They make it sound so
comforting that simply
by purchasing it your
pet will be returned to
you if it should happen
to wander off. That is,
of course, after you
pay the hefty fee they
charge on top of your
licence fee.
I try to be a law
abiding
citizen
by
purchasing the licence
every year. In addition
I also have my dog tied
up on his run in our
yard because they are
not permitted to be off
unattended. So I guess
you could say I follow
all the same rules of
every other responsible
dog owner in Sioux
Lookout!..... Oh sorry
for the pause just had to
laugh a little bit!
I have a question for
the town council.
You see we own a
home on leased land
and last summer we
contacted the bylaw
officer about dogs in
our area that seem to
wander off from their
owners quite frequently.
They weren’t really
doing any real damage,
just getting into the
recycling and relieving
themselves
on
our
lawn. They don’t know
any better! The owners,
now, well, that’s a
different story!
The bylaw officer
(dog catcher) told us
that there was nothing
that could be done

about the wandering
dogs because we live
on leased land and it
is considered private
property.
My question to the
town council is, do I
still have to buy a dog
tag this year?
Duane Broderick
Trees with a smile!
No more going out
in the bush in minus
25 degree weather to
get a Christmas tree!
Just get a Kris Kringle
Christmas tree instead!
For the past 12 years
Sioux Lookout has been
given the opportunity
to buy a Christmas
tree right here in town.
One local man (my
dad) Bill George has
been spearheading this
event.
It all began way back
in the early 1990s when
I was going to Ottawa
with our local girl guide
troop. We were going
to celebrate Canada’s
125th birthday. My
dad thought a great
fundraiser would be
to take orders and sell
nursery grown KRIS
KRINGLE Christmas
trees. Boy was he sure
right!
That was just the
beginning of what I can
now say has run into
a family tradition of
selling Christmas trees.
Each year my dad,
along with my mom
and grandfather and
a few of his buddies

(you know who you
are) unload and sell the
trees. Year after year
my dad continues to sell
Kris Kringle Christmas
trees. Not just one type
either. White pine,
balsam fir, as well as
Fraser fir grace the lot
that Madsen Motors lets
us use.
And year after year
the money that is raised
goes back into the
community, from the
handi-transit bus for
seniors, to the Grade
8 Toronto trip, to safe
grad, or to sponsoring
local families during the
Christmas season. Not
once has he ever kept
it for himself. Always
giving.
I just wanted to take
this opportunity to tell
my dad what a great job
he does year after year
by selling the Christmas
trees.
Mom
and
Grandpa, thanks goes to
you too! You have given
so much to many local
organizations with your
tree sales. I know that
they have all appreciated
your efforts.
I would also like to
say thanks to each of you
who have continued to
order trees from my dad
over the years. I hope
that you will continue
as long as my dad sells.
Thanks dad! No one
sells trees with as big a
heart and smile as you!
Even when it’s -40!
Thanks,
Babe (Julia George)
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Circulation

Your Perspective

4,407 copies
Published every Wednesday

Question of the week:
Studded tires are now legal in Northern Ontario. What are your thoughts on that?
Proudly distributed
in Sioux Lookout &
surrounding area by

Johnny Meekis
Unemployed
It’s about time. Safer will be
better.

Andrew Pate
Pilot
I don’t think it’s a bad idea. If
it helps keep people out of the
ditch or out of accidents that’s
good.

Kyle Okees
Garage attendant
That’s probably a good thing I
think.

Don’t keep those opinions to yourself! Let us know Your

Kristina O’Brien
QEDHS student
It’s a smart choice if they
provide better traction. That
means fewer accidents.

Perspective!

The 5th Avenue
The Airport
Al’s Sports Excellence
The Beer Store
Best Western
Bumper to Bumper
Chicken Chef
DJs Gas Bar
Drayton Cash & Carry
Fair Convenience
Forest Inn
Fred & Dee’s Corner
Furlane’s Confectionary
Grant’s Store
Hudson LCBO
LA Fine Meats & Groceries
The Lamplighter Motel
LCBO
Mascotto’s Marine
Municipal Ofﬁces
Northern
The Public Library
The Rec Centre
Rexall
Robin’s Donuts
Roy Lane
The Royal Canadian Legion
Shoreline Pizza
Sioux Lottery
Sioux Pharmacy
The Sunset Inn
The Travel Information Centre
The Wellington Inn
Wilson’s Stationary

Also distributed in
these northern communities
Angling Lake
Bearskin Lake
Big Trout Lake
Cat Lake
Deer Lake
Fort Hope
Fort Severn
Kasabonika
Kingﬁsher Lake
Lansdowne House
Muskrat Dam
North Spirit Lake
Ogoki
Pikangikum
Sachigo Lake
Sandy Lake
Weagamow
Webequie
Wunnumin Lake

Photo submitted by The Sioux Lookout Museum

Pic of the Past
Students listen as Miss. Boyle talks. Date and student names unknown.

Do you have your own pics of the past?
Dust off your old photo albums! Suitable pictures are 25 years or older and
should depict a subject of general interest to the public.
Email scanned photos to bulletin@siouxbulletin.com or drop by with the
original and we can scan it for you and add it to our library. Be sure to include
any information about the photo, such as names and dates.

Can you help us identify
people, places, events & dates?
We receive many marvelous old photographs from readers. In some cases the
owners of the photos don’t know all the details surrounding the picture.
If you can help out with some of the details of a picture you see here, please
send us a short note. We’d like to add your reminiscences to the story.

Subscribe Now...
Our subscription price is only
$41.00 (GST included) per year
in Canada.
$107.00 per year elsewhere.
It’s an inexpensive way to keep
your family and friends in touch
with Sioux Lookout.
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Pickle Lake and Sioux Lookout highest cost per household
Continued from front

know how in every way
we know how, trying to
convince them that the
formula is detrimental
to us. Something has to
be done. It’s as simple
as that. We have to have
policing and are obliged
to pay for it,” Dewing
commented.
He added, “The funding
formula is hurting us.
The policing costs have
increased over time, but
it never was a substantial
issue because we always
were reconciled. We were
always paid the difference.
We never had to go to
the taxpayer for anything
beyond $90 per household.
Now we have to go to the
taxpayer for the $150, plus
half the difference, so we’re
going to the taxpayer for a
substantially larger amount
of money.
“The bottom line is, don’t
point the ﬁngers at the police
force. Point the ﬁngers at
the province and their new
funding formula.”

Dewing, in fact, praised
Sioux Lookout OPP and the
job they are doing, “Policing
is not the problem. They’re
doing a great job and they’re
working as much as they can
to keep the costs down.”
Pickle Lake and Sioux
Lookout are experiencing
the highest cost per
household for policing in
the province.
“The full impact will be
realized next year, unless
the province changes the
formula to recognize our
special situation or gives
us another means of being
reconciled, so the full brunt
and the full impact will be
realized in 2006,” he said.
Dewing stated the
Municipality does have
other options for policing
besides the OPP, however
he didn’t feel any of
those other options would
actually save money.
Sioux Lookout OPP
Detachment Commander
Staff Sergeant Connie
Capovilla
said
the
Municipality of Sioux

Lookout has a non-contract
agreement with the OPP.
She said the Sioux
Lookout OPP detachment
is comprised of 30 ofﬁcers,
made up of one staff
sergeant, three sergeants
and 26 constables, adding
that the number of ofﬁcers
posted at the detachment
is directly related to the
number of calls for service
police respond to.
She also stated that the
municipality pays for a
percentage of the total
complement of police
ofﬁcers at the detachment
when it pays for policing.
Capovilla commented,
“Since the cost of policing
is based on the calls for
service and if the calls for
service were less, I guess
what you could assume
from that is that if calls
for services were minimal,
then your ofﬁcer presence
would be minimal.”
This would result in
a decrease in the cost of
policing.
Capovilla said that in

737-8100
73 King Street, Sioux Lookout
www.siouxmountainrealty.com

SOLD
EXECUTIVE CLASS HOME! This is
NOT a drive by! You must take a look
to appreciate all the features this home
has to offer. Call Marnie today!

PAMPER YOURSELF with a home that
reflects your success! This split level, 4
bedroom home is immaculate and includes
2 bathrooms and large recreation room for
entertaining. Located just minutes from
town! Call Marnie Adam to view!

MOLSTAD
Realty Ltd.

FOR SALE
Ph. 737-1550

34 FRONT ST. - SIOUX LOOKOUT, ONT.

COMING
SOON
TO
A LAWN
NEAR
YOU!

Barbara Molstad, Broker
MVA, CRES, DAR
737-2576

George Samuel,
Sales Representative
737-1217

Ben Hasncharuk,
Sales Representative
737-0559

A GREAT WAY TO START! This
2+1 bedroom bilevel is
centrally located and includes
new furnace, doors and
windows within the past couple
of years! ONLY $125,000.
OPEN TO OFFERS: 1 1/2
storey, 3 bedroom home at 21
Meadwell Dr. with 2 bathrooms.
A great location for kids too.
Call for appointment.

JUST STARTING: Then this 891 Sq Ft
bungalow is for you. Hardwood floors, large
dining area, lots of character, paved driveway
with a hedhed-in yard. ASKING $98,000.

NEW
LISTING

COUNTRY LIVING AT ITS VERY BEST!
Large 4 bedroom, ranch-style home. Two
detached garages. Asking $189,900.

MOLSTAD REALTY LTD, Broker
34 Front St. Sioux Lookout, ON
molstadoffice@molstadrealty.com
www.molstadrealty.com

737-1550

5 King
New Listing
Commercial
Handyman’s Dream?? Location with low
65 Ethel Street
Super opportunity to
maintenance 1648
Wow! Look at this...
purchase this 51.8” x
sf
building on 66’ x
150’ lot. R2 Location
√ 1 1/2 storey
150’ Lot. Ample
which allows for a
√ Full Basement variety of uses such as Parking. May be
√ 3 bedrooms
sold with or
duplex, semi-detached
without Propane
dwelling, single
√ Carport
detached dwelling, etc.
Distribution
√ Location!
$55,000.00
Centre.

63 Bay Street
48 Robert Street
3939 Hwy 72
Listed at
For the single person Terrific Cottage within
$130,000.00 but
15 minutes of Urban
or retiree. Small 1
bedroom bungalow on Area. 2 bedrooms, 4 open to offers! 4+1
bedroom 1 1/2
pce bath, septic,
66’ x 66’ lot. Comes
storey
on 66’ x 150’
woodstove, deck.
complete with Fridge,
Partially furnished. All lot. Spacious rooms,
stove, washer and
full basement. Over
on 1.24 ac lot window coverings.
1500 sf of living
Butterfly Lake.
$73,500.00
space. Call now!!
$129.000.00
FOR THESE & OTHER PROPERTIES FOR SALE IN THE AREA
PLEASE CONTACT THE REAL ESTATE
PROFESSIONALS AT MOLSTAD REALTY LTD.

Bulletin Photo/Tim Brody

A change in the province’s funding formula for municipalities resulted in a $1.4 million
dollar increase in the cost of policing that had to be addressed in the 2005 budget.

2004 Sioux Lookout OPP
responded to over 10,500
calls for service.
“The reality is that
the calls for service
dictate police to be in
this municipality. The
municipality
has
a
legislated requirement to
provide that adequate and
effective police service,”
she stated.
Capovilla said a lot
of those calls for service
included responding to
violent crimes, crimes
against property, and
crimes against people.
Police have also had to
respond to high numbers
of 911 hang up calls and
missing persons calls,
all of which have to be
investigated, taking ofﬁcers
out of the picture to deal
with other offenses.
She also commented,
“I think it’s fair to say that
alcohol consumption has
a direct correlation to the
number of calls for service

in many cases. It’s an
issue for this community,
absolutely.”
Capovilla stated, “I’m
sure Sioux Lookout ofﬁcers
are busier than ofﬁcers
in other communities,
but again… our calls for
service are high on the
criminal
investigations
part of it, where other
communities have maybe
much more trafﬁc oriented
functions. It’s hard to
compare. We’re busier
than some communities
and some communities are
busier than us.”
In addition to having to
respond to a high volume of
calls for service, Capovilla
said the time ofﬁcers must
spend investigating cases
has increased.
“A domestic assault,
for example, 15 years ago
required maybe a couple
of hours to investigate and
put together in terms of
the paperwork. Now eight
hours is not uncommon to

do the investigation.”
She continued, “A
search warrant years ago
took nothing to write up.
One of our members just
spent over 30 hours doing a
search warrant.”
All told, Capovilla
said when you factor in a
high number of calls for
service, a high number
of 911 hang up calls
and missing persons, an
increase in the time it takes
to do paperwork, as well as
having ofﬁcers away from
the detachment on vacation
or attending training, equals
a challenge in providing
policing services to the
community.
However, Capovilla
said ofﬁcers are doing the
best they can, adding that
the public could assist
the police in looking
after their community
by attending community
policing
committee
meetings to bring forward
issues to the police.

LATITUDE 50 REALTY INC.
BROKER

Box 758, 100 Claybanks Rd., Dryden 223-4950
email: latitude@tbaytel.net
SIOUX LOOKOUT

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITY!
Be the Proud Owner of this
Convenience Store in a Great
Location! Drayton Cash &
Carry Offers Variety of Goods
& Services: Groceries &
Snacks, Bagged Ice, Meat and
Cheese Trays for those Special
Events, Video & Game Rentals
for the Entire Family, Lotto
Centre, Postage Stamps &
Miscellaneous Items!

737-1067

Seeing is Believing!
Beautiful 3BR Modular
Home has Spacious MBR
with W/I Closet & 4 PC
Ensuite Plus Many other
Features. “A Must See”
at $149,000.
ABSOLUTELY DELIGHTFUL!
Tastefully Decorated 3 BR Mobile
Home on Leased Lot!
Asking $79,000.
Possession ASAP!

ENJOY COMFORTABLE
LIVING in this 3BR,
16’ x 72’ Mobile Home on
Leased Lot. $75,000.

WHY PAY RENT WHEN YOU
CAN OWN YOUR OWN HOME?
3BR, 1 1/2 Storey Home with BSMT
& Great Yard! $95,000.

Noreen Beebe
Associate Broker

www.latitude50.on.ca

Community Hall
Great Central Location Wheelchair Accessible - Kitchen
Facilities with Spacious Main
Floor Plus Basement!
Put Your Ideas To Work!

AFFORDABLE RENOVATED
HOME offers 3BRs, Family
Room, Main Floor Laundry, MBR
with W/I Closet, 2 Bathrooms plus
a Garage/Workshop.
OLD-FASHIONED
CHARM - 4 BR, 1 3/4
Storey Home in Central
Location. $139,000

SALES - APPRAISALS - RELOCATIONS
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COMMUNITY
CORNER

Ladies of
the Legion

Bulletin Photo/Matt Driscoll

Members of the Royal Canadian
Legion Ladies Auxiliary executive
gather in the Legion upper hall for
their annual general meeting January
3. Members of the executive include
(back, from left) Peggy Stewart, Past
President, Iris Czinkota, Secretary,
Julie Pierce, President, Bonny
Faulds, District Commander, Pearl
Brown, Deputy District Commander,
Gail Roy, Sergeant at Arms. (front
from left) Laura Switzer, Sick and
Visiting Committee, Anne Carroll,
Sick and Visiting Committee, Colleen
Meyer, Second Vice President,
Yvonne Legros, Sick and Visiting
Committee, Lucy Blanchard, Ways
and Means Committee.

Don’t do it in other people’s lungs
Continued from front

trying to stop people
from smoking. If they
want to kill themselves
with smoke, go for it.
Knock yourselves out.
Just don’t do it in other
people’s lungs.”
Sarsﬁeld went on
to say, “Regarding the
authority and ability of
medical ofﬁcers of health
across the province to
take action regarding
health hazards, this is
very dangerous. This
says that the medical
ofﬁcer of health authority
is subordinate… to
elected
municipal
ofﬁcials,
including

health matters, so your
mayor and council in
Sioux Lookout have
more rights regarding
health hazards than I do
even though I’ve got the
training and the job to
take action in those.”
If there is any silver
lining to the decision
at all, Sarsfield said,
it’s that the provincial
government is doing
what he set out to do
by enacting the SmokeFree Ontario Act which
will come into effect
May
31,
banning
smoking in all enclosed
workplaces and public
places.

Submitted Photo

NWHU Chief Medical Officer of Health Dr. Pete Sarsfield
called the Ontario Divisional Court judgement “insanity”
from a health point of view, adding that it could have
dangerous consequences for the public.

A space designated
for your submissions

Safety tips for winter
travelers
Tropical
winter
vacations are becoming
more
popular
with
people wanting to get
away from the snow and
cold. It is important to
be prepared for travel
to foreign countries to
ensure that your holiday
is safe and enjoyable for
everyone in the family.
At least eight weeks
prior to departure consult
a travel health advisor
for
immunization,
health precautions and
sun safety information.
Receiving a ﬂu shot
and immunizations for
foreign travel, along with
information on hazards
lurking in the water,
food and insects could
minimize the effects of
some illnesses.
Also remember, winter
ultraviolet (UV) rays
from the sun in tropical
destinations can be as
damaging to the skin
as UV rays in Canada
during
the
summer

months. Water and sand
will also reﬂect UV rays,
which will increase your
chance of sun burned
skin. Tanning bed use,
before heading south on
vacation, will not protect
you from getting a sun
burn. Artiﬁcial sources
of UV rays can be as
damaging to the skin as
UV rays from the sun.
It’s very important
for people traveling
to foreign countries to
protect their skin from
the harmful, damaging
UV rays from the sun and
to receive appropriate
immunizations and health
information. Minimizing
the risks for illness will
make your vacation more
memorable.
For more information
on
sun
protective
measures
or
travel
immunization contact
your local Northwestern
Health Unit or visit our
website at www.nwhu.
on.ca.
Submitted by Joanne
Peacock,
Health
Promoter, NWHU

OJIBWAY GOLF AND CURLING CLUB

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Jan. 29th, 2006 at 1pm
Ojibway Golf and Curling Club clubroom

January
Clearance Sale
Sign Up for
QUILTING CLASSES

Election of Board of Directors
Annual Committee Reports
Changes to the Constitution
All Shareholders urged to attend.
Proxy votes available at the clubroom after Jan. 10, 2006

Prices slashed
30% - 50%
off fabric

THE NORTHWEST CATHOLIC
DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD

NOTICE OF MEETING

Lap Quilt, Monday 7-9pm
Beginner’s Class, Wed. 7-9pm
Both for 6 weeks. Or try the
Winter Hours
morning class on Tuesdays and
Monday - Friday 12pm-5pm
Thursdays from 9am to noon.
Saturday 9am-4pm
“Sew Peaceful”
482 Sturgeon River Road 737-7447

VIA VIDEOCONFERENCE

TUESDAY, JANUARY 17, 2006 - 7:00 P.M.
The public may attend at the following sites:
Fort Frances
Board Office
555 Flinders Avenue

Dryden
Board Office
Suite B, 75 Van Horne Ave

Sioux Lookout
Sacred Heart School
41 Eighth Avenue

Any person who plans to attend the videoconference Board Meeting
at SACRED HEART SCHOOL is asked to notify the Principal (7371121) no later than noon the day before the meeting.

Downtown Winnipeg
BUY 3, GET 1
FREE!

One/Two Persons

NEAR SHOPPING & MEDICAL CENTRES
• Paragon Restaurant and Bar • Free Parking •
• One block from MTS Centre Arena •
Expires February 28, 2006
Not valid during conventions.
Cannot by combined with other discounts.

With this coupon.

*In stock merchandise only,
crab and lobster products excluded.

1-877-717-2885
www.carltoninn.mb.ca
Carlton Inn 220 Carlton Street, Winnipeg, MB R3C 1P5

Code S

56-D Front St.

Offer expires Jan 18, 2006

62.00

$

737-7605

I am
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w h e r e I come
e fro m.
honou
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and a future to
nurture.

I have a past to

I have a

I can
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t of view.

choose

difference.

to make a

As an Aboriginal, I have chosen to exercise
my right to vote in the federal election.
To know if I am registered to vote
and what to do if I am not going to be here on election day,
I just need to contact Elections Canada. It’s that easy!

I can vote!
For more information, contact your local Elections Canada office. You’ll find the
number on our Web site or by calling our toll-free number.

w w w. e l e c t i o n s . c a
1 800 463-6868

TTY 1 800 361-8935 for people who are deaf or hard of hearing
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Man robbed at knifepoint in downtown back lane
Matt Driscoll
STAFF WRITER

E

D Brunton didn’t
realize exactly how
close he had come
until he found the slash
across the hood of his
jacket the next morning.
The day before Brunton
was attacked in a Sioux
Lookout alley by a
knife-wielding assailant
demanding money.
A life-long Sioux
Lookout resident, Brunton
is now retired after 37 years
on the railroad, and spends
his winters in California.
He had returned to Sioux
Lookout for a family
Christmas when the
incident occurred.
Standing over six feet
tall, Brunton may not
look like an easy mark for
robbery, but as he tells it,
this was a case of simply
being in the wrong place
at the wrong time.

“I was looking for the
7-UP, and we don’t have
any so I went down to
Johnny’s to get some,”
recounted Brunton the
day after the December
21 incident. “I live on the
next block so I thought I
would just walk. It’s about
quarter after four.”
Brunton walked across
the street and disappeared
into the back alley between
Seventh
and
Eighth
avenues, as he had done
countless times before.
“I
see
this…guy
coming, so I change sides,
he changes sides, I change
sides, he changes sides.
Then he gets right up to
me and says, give me
cigarette. I said I don’t
smoke. I don’t have any
cigarettes,” said Brunton.
“He says, what do you
got? And I said, what do
you mean what have I
got? He says, give me
your wallet… And I said,

I ain’t givin ya nothing,
now get the hell outa the
road.”
Within a matter of
seconds a typical walk
down the alley was about
to develop into a life and
death situation.
“I’m gonna cut ya, he
says. I look down and
here he’s got a box cutter
in his hand,” said Brunton.
“I thought…now I’m in
trouble. I started backing
up into a yard, thinking
maybe I can make for the
door or something. I’m in
the driveway now and I
look down, and there ain’t
a track or nothing. I look
back at the house. There’s
nobody home. I thought,
what the hell am I going
to do now?”
Threatened with serious
injury and now essentially
cornered, an admittedly
shaken Brunton said
he was down to his last
option.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Getting results for people

737-2609

www.susanbarclay.com

64 1/2 Front St.
Sioux Lookout

Paid for and authorized by the official agent for Susan Barclay.

Kim, Ankney
Executor
By his solitcitor: Kevin W. Romyn
Law Office of Kevin W. Romyn
P.O. Box 99, 69 Queen Street
Sioux Lookout, ON, P8T 1A1

Notice this space?
If you see it,
others see it too.
Call 737-4207
to book an ad.

Beat the Winter Blues
Come Party with

The Grind
January 13th and 14th

a search that evening
yielded no results.
It wasn’t until the
following day that he
realized the real peril
he had been in the night
before.
“I got up and I put
on my jacket, and the
stufﬁng’s sticking out.
That’s where the knife
hit,” said Brunton holding
up his parka and pointing
out a roughly sevencentimeter slash across
the hood.
It appeared the blow
to his head the night
before might have been
an attempt at something
much more sinister.
Brunton and the OPP
took up the search again
the following day, with
considerably
better
results.
“The victim saw the
accused in a vehicle and
identiﬁed him,” said OPP
Constable Mark Gaudet.

“A short time later the
accused was a passenger
in a vehicle stop and was
subsequently arrested…
based on the description
given by the victim.”
The OPP seized a
weapon from the 18-yearold Sioux Lookout man,
who was arrested and
charged with robbery with
a weapon.
The suspect was held
in custody until January
3, when he was released
on conditions. His next
scheduled court appearance
is February 7.
As for Brunton, he can do
little but ponder what could
have happened, and lament
for the Sioux Lookout of
his youth.
“I used to walk down that
lane four times a day, from
grade one to grade eight.
We lived so close we went
home for lunch,” he said. “I
guess I won’t walk down
the back lanes anymore.”

Wes Siemens
Enterprises

Susan
Barclay

All claims against the estate of Winston Theodore
Ankney aka Winston Ian Christiansen, who died on or
about the October 5, 2005, must be filed with the
undersigned personal representative on or before the
1st day of February, 2006, after which date the estate
will be distributed having regard only to the claims of
which the Administrator then shall have notice
DATED at Sioux Lookout, this 4th day of January, 2006.

“He’s a whole lot
younger than I am. He’s
a big guy…around 6’2”
or 6’3”, but I thought one
way or another I’m not
going without a ﬁght. I’m
going to drive him right in
the goddamn head, and if
it works, it works,” said
Brunton.
Swinging, but missing
his
mark,
Brunton
stumbled forward.
“I slipped, you know
when you kind of fall and
you’re running, well I’m
doing that but I ﬁgure I
gotta keep running to get
outa here,” he said with a
wry laugh. “On the way
by him he hit me in the
back of the head.”
Just then a truck turned
into the lane, sending
the assailant running for
cover and Brunton for the
safety of Johnny’s Food
Market.
Brunton immediately
alerted the OPP, but

• Interior/Exterior Painting
• Odd Jobs
• Brush Clearing

Free Estimates • 737-4834

BOARD POSITION

The Patricia Centre for Children and Youth is a non-profit corporation governed by
a regional Board of Directors. Each board member serves as a vital link to their
respective communities and offers a commitment of time, effort and leadership.
Each board member acts as an ambassador for the agency and supports its
mission.
The mission of the Patricia Centre is to improve the developmental, emotional and mental health of at
risk children. The Centre provides services which modify the stressful environment and strengthen the
families’ ability to cope.

From Jack Johnson to Johnny Cash to White Snake, this band plays it all! A must see!

The Board of Directors is seeking individuals who are interested in children’s mental health and are
willing to serve as a member of our Board. If you are interested in serving on our Board of Directors,
please call:

The Northwest Catholic District School Board
Invites
JUNIOR AND SENIOR KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION
2006/2007 SCHOOL YEAR
January 23 and 24, 2006
From 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and 1:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Lori Kutney at 807-223-8550 or email at lkutney@kidsmatter.info
Board Development Committee
Patricia Centre for Children and Youth
75C Van Horne Avenue

Please register in person at:
SACRED HEART SCHOOL
41 Eighth Avenue, Sioux Lookout, Ontario
Telephone: 737-1121
Mrs. M. Saari, Principal
To be eligible to register, pupils must meet the following requirements:
Junior Kindergarten – attain the age of 4 years before December 31, 2006
Senior Kindergarten – attain the age of 5 years before December 31, 2006
Please bring proof of age in the form of a birth or baptismal certificate. It is not
necessary for Junior Kindergarten students now attending Sacred Heart School to
register for English Senior Kindergarten. Parents are requested to provide a copy of
their child’s record of immunization and health card number at the time of registration.
In a Catholic School system, the aim of education is not merely the attainment of
knowledge, but also the acquisition of Catholic values. The students who come in to
our school have the right to experience a Catholic educational community.
Your child’s education begins in the home. Our schools welcome parents/guardians as
partners in education. Parents are encouraged to communicate with the teacher and
principal to ensure that their child’s needs and efforts are being recognized and met.
The first year in school is a critical period in a child's growth. Initial experiences and
impressions leave indelible imprints which affect later growth and development. The
attitude that a child develops towards education and life is frequently a reflection of
his/her initial experience in school.
Gerry Rousseau, Board Chair

Frustrated?
Stressed out?
These are
normal feelings
to have when
you hear a
baby cry.
Frustration can lead to shaken baby syndrome.
It is NEVER safe to shake a baby.
For information about coping with a crying baby, or for parenting support, contact the
Healthy Babies, Healthy Children program at 1-800-465-4377, or visit your local Ontario
Early Years Centre. To locate an Ontario Early Years Centre near you, call 1-866-324-4530.

Mary-Catherine Kelly, Director of Education
A Message from the Northwestern Health Unit’s Family Abuse Prevention Program
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Ian Ford turning some heads south of the border
Tim Brody
STAFF WRITER

H

ARD work and
perseverance are
continuing
to
help Ian Ford soar ever
closer to his personal
hole in one, becoming a
professional golfer.
Ford, who is in his ﬁrst
year at Bethany College
south of the border in
Lindsborg, Kansas, has
wrapped up the ﬁrst half
of his golﬁng season with
the school and returned to
Sioux Lookout to spend
Christmas with his family
and enjoy some rest and
relaxation.
Ford is part of a 15 man
golf roster at the school,
with only the top ﬁve
players being selected to
represent the school at
tournaments.
The school competed
in six tournaments during
the ﬁrst half of the golﬁng
season and Ford was
selected to attend every
one.
Of
those
six
tournaments,
Ford’s
school won two.
Ford explained that

Bulletin Photo/Tim Brody

The future is looking bright for Ian Ford, who is being courted by two universities that
want him on their team.

100-150 players normally
attend
tournaments,
adding that his best
ﬁnish so far this year
was 7th place, however
he felt if not for a missed
opportunity, he could
have placed ﬁrst.
Throughout the season,
Ford has ﬁnished in the
top 10 four times and in
the top 20 twice.
“Ihavehighexpectations
for myself – big dreams,”
he commented.

Ford’s big dream in fact,
to become a professional
golfer, may be coming
even closer to reality.
Ford has been approached
by two schools, the
University of North Texas
and New Mexico State
University about swinging
his clubs for them.
Based on how well he
has been playing Ford
said, “They’re looking
at me and they’re really
interested.”

Playing for either
school Ford explained,
would be advantageous
to him, as their golfers
compete at the National
Collegiate
Athletic
Association
(NCAA)
division one level,
whereas the golfers
representing the school
he currently attends
compete at the NCAA
division two level, a
step down.
Playing at the NCAA

division one level is the
highest level at which
an amateur golfer can
compete.
Ford is considering
attending either of these
schools, but since he will
not be able to transfer
until at least April, he
is taking some time to
weigh his options.
It’s a big decision
and Ford said his
coach would like him
to stay where he is,
but added his coach
also understands the
opportunity playing for
either school presents,
and thus will support
whatever decision he
makes.
Ford said his family
will also be in full
support of whatever
decision he makes.
Something that would
make a transfer to either
school easier, Ford said,
is that both schools offer
the same program he is
currently enrolled in,
Business and Sports
Management.
Juggling
golf,
tournaments
and
training, as well as a

ﬁve-course school load
has been hard work, but
it is something Ford is
determined to handle,
performing as well in
the classroom as on the
greens.
Ford’s lowest mark
last semester was 77 per
cent, while his highest
was 95 per cent.
Another
goal
of
Ford’s is to once again
represent his country
as a member of a Team
Canada golf team.
Ford
represented
Canada in the 27th Saab
International
Juniors
Championship held in
Belgium last August.
“It was amazing to
be in another part of
the world representing
Canada. It’s a great
experience,” he said.
“Look at where Ryan
Parent is. He’s worked
his butt off and it’s
great to see people from
Sioux Lookout excel at
different sports, putting
Sioux Lookout on the
map.”
Ford gets back into the
swing of things in early
March.

BEST START
Ontario’s Plan for Early Learning and Care

Did you know that research has shown that from birth to 5 years of age
is the best time for brain development? We need to make the most of
those years! To give your children their BEST START in life you need
access to qualify child care and services that support healthy child
development from birth to kindergarten. This is BEST START’s goal.
Since BEST START is not a “one size fits all” program we need your
input. Please join us for the Community Meeting in your town to
determine how BEST START should unfold to support your family and
community. WE’RE LISTENING. MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD.

January 19th
7:00 p.m. Norah Love Children’s Centre (54 Princess Street)
Childcare available for the meeting. Please call 737-2131 to
make arrangements.
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Three-year-old Noah Bolen
will have lots ot toys to play with this
year! Noah was the lucky winner of the
Northern Store’s Giant Stocking Draw.
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Saturday night curling shootout heats up the ice
Matt Driscoll
STAFF WRITER

A

FTER two days of
play, all eyes were
on ice #2 at the
Ojibway Golf and Curling
Club Saturday night as
the Scott Association
playdowns came down to
the ﬁnal match.
As the three other
competing rinks watched
anxiously from behind
the Plexiglas of the dining
room, the rinks of Marlo
Dahl and Krista Scharf
squared off for the right to
advance to the provincial
ﬁnals in Fort Frances.
With the top two teams
advancing, and Scharf’s
rink already guaranteed
a spot by virtue of a
previously
unbeaten
record, Dahl’s rink could
determine their own fate.
A win would advance them
to the provincials, while a
loss would drop them into a
three-way tie for second and
force a Sunday tiebreaker.
The Dahl rink was not to
be denied, as they ground
out a 9-6 win and moved
one step closer to a spot in
the Scott Tournament of
Hearts.
The match was close,
with Scharf’s rink holding

a 3-2 lead into the ﬁfth
end. However, with a twopoint ﬁfth and a threepoint sixth, Dahl jumped
into a commanding 7-3
advantage.
Despite a valiant effort
by Scharf, the damage had
been done and a two-point
eighth for Dahl sealed the
deal.
Nonetheless,
both
Scharf and Dahl’s Fort
William rinks walked
away happy with identical
3-1 records and the right
to advance.
“This is what you work
for,” said skip Marlo Dahl
following the match. “I
play with a great group
of girls. We’re not only
teammates but we’re
friends both on and off the
ice.”
Dahl, whose team
ﬁnished ﬁrst by way of
defeating Scharf in the ﬁnal
match, said the competition
couldn’t have been much
closer.
“We just took it one rock
at a time and didn’t get
ahead of ourselves,” she
said. “The competition was
fabulous. We’ve played
most of these teams before,
and they’re all good. It
could have been anyone’s
weekend but we’re happy

OFFICE ADMINISTRATION PROGRAM

In this General Program the student acquires necessary business
skills and professional knowledge that distinguish the qualified
office assistant. All graduates are trained in the use of current
business software. Semester two includes a two week field
placement in a business office. Field placement is designed to offer
the student practical on-the-job training.

NEW START DATE

Bulletin Photo/Matt Driscoll

The Thunder Bay rink of Krista Scharf (far left) sizes up their next shot during the final
game of the Scott Association playdowns last Saturday at Ojibway Golf and Curling Club.

that we came out on top.”
Despite four appearances
in the provincial mixed
curling
championships,
Dahl said this is her ﬁrst
time making the trip with
an all-female squad.
Dahl’s rink also included
lead Cathy Ross, second
Karen Furioso, and third
Wendy Landry.
“We’re going to the
provincials and that’s
something every curler
wants,” said Krista Scharf,
skip of the other advancing
team.
Making her second trip
to the provincials in as
many years, she knows
what to expect.

“There are going to be
some good teams,” she
said. “We’re going to have
to practice. We know the
caliber of the teams we’ll
be facing.”
She said she had
played the four rinks from
Thunder Bay before, and
knew of the Beaulieu
rink out of Geraldton,
but the Scott playdowns
are a far cry from league
play.
“It was a strong
group…we know all
about them, but a
playdown is different.
It’s more intense,” she
said.
Advancing with Scharf

February 20th ’06
This program runs continuously through the summer.
This program will run on Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays only.
FIRST SEMESTER COURSES (Ends June 9th ’06)
Course Number and Title
Credits
BM105
Mathematics
3
CS 101
Basic Communications
3
OA106
Windows Applications 1
3
OA107
Records Management
3
OA 109
Office Procedures
3
OA110
Keyboarding
4
TOTAL
19
SECOND SEMESTER COURSES (Starts June 12th, Ends Sept. 29th)
Course Number and Title
Credits
CS 216
Intermediate Communications
3
OA 108
Introductory Accounting
3
OA 205
Desktop publishing
3
OA 213
Document Formatting and Editing
3
OA 216
Windows Applications II
4
OA 317
Web Page Design
3
TOTAL
19
OA 200
Field Placement (two week block)
4
Admission Requirements:
1. Ontario Secondary School Diploma (or equivalent – Other provinces
High School Diploma or a GED) with courses from the College (C)
level, University (U), University/College (U/C) or Open (O)
preparation levels. Courses Required: Grade 12 College or University
preparation English, Grade 11 College preparation Mathematics.
2. Mature Student. Applicants 19 years or over and who do not
possess an Ontario Secondary School Diploma or its equivalent
may be eligible for admission. Applicants can take a Mature Student
Test at the Confederation College campus.
Employment Opportunities:
Graduates have found employment as office assistants and
administrative assistants in business and industry.
For more information call Confederation College @ 737-2851.
To Register: Apply through OCAS
Program Availability based on enrollment.

are lead Lorraine Lang,
second Tiffany Stubbings,
and third Tara George.
Despite
coming
agonizingly close to a
tiebreaker, Kari MacLean
of Michelle Boland’s 2-2
Fort William rink said the
competition had been great.
“We had a really good
time.
The
hospitality
we’ve been shown here in
Sioux Lookout has been
amazing,” she said. “There
were no easy games, and
I’m sure that both the
advancing teams will be
good representatives.”
In other weekend curling
action, the Sioux Lookout
rink of Chris Ransom bested

Card
ard Colour this week:

NOTICE TO ALL BINGO PLAYERS

Olive - January 11, 2006

Any cards purchased before 12 Noon on
Tuesday are for the current week’s game. Any
cards purchased after 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday
are for the following week’s game.
Sorry, no exchanges.

Jackpot
ackpot Dates
Jan. 25, 2006 • Feb. 15, 2006 • Mar. 8, 2006
Mar. 29, 2006 • Apr. 19, 2006 • May 10, 2006

Cards must be taken to the Forest Inn, 11 May Street,
Sioux Lookout, 737-1330, by 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday to be verified.

WEEK #9
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15*

4 Corners

2 Lines

(In 15 #s or less)

(In 30 #s or less)

$100 Prize

$100 Prize

G 49
N 44
N 33
N 43
I 20
I 17
O 63
B4
O 66
I 30
B 10
I 24
I 21
G 55
G 60

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30**

Dryden’s Kenny Kozmenski
two games to none in the
best of three Men’s Senior
Zone Playoffs.
By virtue of 8-6 and
7-6 wins, Ransom’s
rink will now advance
to the Senior Men’s
District finals, which
go February 1 in
Balmertown.
“I’ve been playing the
Dryden team for about 15
years or so, and they’re
always tough competition,”
said second Knowles
McGill. “I haven’t made
it to this level in about
ﬁve years, so I’m really
looking forward to it. The
competition is going to be
tremendous. Al Hackner,
a former world champion,
will be there so it’s going
to be tough. You’ve gotta
have your ‘A’ game.”
The win is even more
impressive considering the
team was playing their ﬁrst
game ever with third Ken
House.
“I’m from Geraldton
and we don’t have a senior
team,” said House. “A
guy I know here in Sioux
Lookout is a skip (Chris
Ransom), and he called me
up and asked if I wanted to
play.”
House said while the
win over Dryden was hard
fought, he is expecting
even stiffer competition in
Balmertown.
“I’m hoping that we do
well,” he said. “I think we
should be able to compete
with everyone.”
Also advancing with the
Ransom rink is lead curler
Leo Andersen.

N 39
I 27
I 26
B6
G 54
G 47
O 71
B7
G 57
G 53
G 58
G 56
O 65
N 42
G 52

31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45

All Bingos
Earliest Number
Called

All Number
Full House
$500 Prize
O 68
O 75
O 73
I 18
G 51
B5
N 45
G 48
G 59
B 14
N 40
I 16
N 32
O 69
N 35

46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60

N 38
B 11
O 64
B 12
O 62
O 72
O 61
B9
N 31
I 29
O 67
I 28
I 25
B8
O 74

Cards: 6 for $5.00 - Available at…

61
62
63
64
65

N 36
B 13
B1
B2
B3

* 4 Corners Game Called
** 2-Line Game Called
(In the event that there isn’t a
“4-Corner” winner, the prize
money passes on to the “2-Line”
game making the prize $200).
Bingo called by: L. Durante
Lottery Licence# M451637
RULES ARE ON BACK
OF BINGO CARDS.

• Drayton Cash & Carry • Fred & Dee’s Corner • Johnny’s Freshmarket • Rexall • Sioux Pharmacy •
• Mascotto’s Marine • Forest Inn • Grant’s - Hudson • Robin’s Donuts • Chicken Chef •
• Molstad Realty Ltd. • Wellington Inn •
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Artist aims to show people the language of art
Matt Driscoll
STAFF WRITER

W

HAT is art? Can
it be a frying pan?
Perhaps a few
plastic toys or a length of
old wallpaper?
Dan Cutfeet thinks art
is whatever speaks to you,
and he wants to help foster
a greater appreciation for
all types of art during a
workshop January 23 at
Queen Elizabeth District
High School as part of the
Literacy Festival.
Cutfeet lived in Sioux
Lookout from the age of
seven until he traveled to
Calgary to study Fine Art at
the Alberta College of Art
and Design.

Now an accomplished
artist, his work has been
shown at galleries in
Thunder Bay, Hull, and
Calgary. Other works have
been purchased by Indian
and Northern Affairs
Canada and are currently
housed at the Indian Art
Center in Ottawa.
Cutfeet said he sees a
clear link between literacy
and visual art.
“Artists are investigating
themselves, and as they do
that they create a language,”
he said. “Basically, literacy
is identity, and…my work
deals with identity.”
The
surrounding
environment
inﬂuences
identity, said Cutfeet, and

Keewatin-Patricia
District School Board

he reﬂects that in his work.
“I use appropriated and
found materials from my
environment,” he said.
“I plan to bring a couple
of my pieces and show
people where I come from
artistically, and talk about
how I use my materials.”
Cutfeet said anyone
interested in attending
the workshop should be
looking around at their
environment for the things
that inﬂuence them.
“It’s important that
anyone who comes brings
things that they have found.
They should be thinking,
what do I identify with?” he
said. “I’m going to try and
share that and help people
recognize how they’re
inﬂuenced by the things
around them.”

Cutfeet
takes
an
unconventional approach
in portraying his identity
through art.
All manner of found
object have been utilized
in Cutfeet’s work, from
electric blankets to forks
and spoons. His often
monolithic works have
reached as large as 32 feet
by 8 feet.
Cutfeet said art is simply
a natural extension of being
aware of one’s surroundings
and their signiﬁcance,
something
Aboriginal
people have been doing
throughout history.
“I understand where
other Native artists come
from…but where I come
from is trying to strip down
Aboriginal identity to its
bare essentials, not any

NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND OTHERS

Regular Board Meeting

ESTATE OF LORNA MAE MAXWELL

Tuesday, January 17, 2006 7:00 p.m. at
Beaver Brae Secondary School
Kenora, Ontario

All persons having claims against the estate of Lorna Mae Maxwell,
deceased, late of the municpality of Sioux Lookout, in the District of
Kenora, who died on or about the 25th day of November, 2005, are
notified to send them to the undersigned, duly verified, on or before
the 20th of February, 2006.
After this date, the assets of the above-named estate will be
distributed among the persons entitled to them, having regard only
to claims of which the estate trustee with a will shall then have
notice.

The public can access this meeting and all public Board meetings when
held out of the Sioux Lookout area by attending the Queen Elizabeth
District High School electronic site in room 24B on the second
Tuesday of each month except July and August. The site is not open
when the meeting is held in the Sioux Lookout area.
The Committee of the Whole meeting is held on the fourth Tuesday of
each month, except July, August & December, at 6:00 p.m. The public
can access this meeting by attending the Queen Elizabeth District High
School electronic site in room 24B.

David Penney
Board Chair

Janet Wilkinson
Director of Education

Cleaners - Launderers - Furriers

Garments, Mats & Linen Rentals

Agent Store
DJ’s Gas Bar
42 Front Street, Sioux Lookout 807-737-1315

Sioux Lookout Chamber of Commerce

Friday
January 20, 2006

Forest Inn
Rain Forest
Room

• Appetizers
• Door Prizes
• Cash Bar
• Balloon Tree

7 pm
Many Fantastic Items to Bid on!

$10 per person
Purchase tickets from:
Michelle @ Rexall Front Street
or Anne @ Travel Information Centre

Reserve your tickets today by calling
737-1937
All Businesses & Individuals are welcome
to attend this community event.
All proceeds go to the year-round operation
of the Travel Information Centre.

romantic ideals or demonic
ideals,” he said. “We can all
say, this is who I am, or this
is who I was, but I’m really
interested in where I’m
going…as an Aboriginal,
or as a Canadian.”
As a member of
the Literacy Festival
Committee, Anne Saltel
helped organize the event.
“What precipitated this
was the ministry’s deﬁnition
of literacy, and how visual
arts are a big focus,”
said the Sioux Mountain
Public School teacher.
“We started thinking
about how literacy should
be more than promoting
reading, although that is
very important. People
communicate in different
ways.”
Saltel said she has known

Cutfeet since he and her own
son were boyhood friends.
“When he was a child he
was so interested in art and
he got my son interested in
art,” she said.
Years later Saltel ran
into Cutfeet when he was
substitute teaching at Sioux
Mountain. Remembering
his artistic background,
Saltel approached him with
her idea and plans fell into
place from there.
Anyone looking for
artistic inspiration prior to
the workshop can drop in on
other literacy festival events
such as the community art
display at the Nishnawbe
Gamik Friendship Center
on January 20, or try their
hand at a ﬁgure drawing
drop-in on January 18 at
the library.

SIOUX MOUNTAIN
WINTER FESTIVAL
JANUARY
20TH, 21ST & 22ND

DATED: January, 4, 2006
BEAMISH, MACKINNON
Barristers and Solicitors
50 Queen Street, P.O. Box 1600
Sioux Lookout, Ontario
P8T 1C3
(807) 737-2809 - Phone
(807) 737-1211 - Fax
MARK J. SCHAUB
Solicitor for the Estate Trustee

For more information,
please contact
Carly @ 737-3227

FIRST PUBLIC NOTICE
PROPOSED ACCESS ROAD
The Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR), Sioux Lookout District, is inviting public comment on an application from John Buchanan
and Sons Ltd. seeking approval to construct an access road across Crown land to private land on the south side of Lake St. Joseph (Soules
Bay). The proposed road is intended to allow the owner the opportunity to harvest wood located within the private land. The project will
involve constructing 6.3 km of road, including one bridge crossing the Doran River.
A project screening is being conducted under
the Class Environmental Assessment for MNR
Resource
Stewardship
and
Facility
Development Projects to assign the
applicant’s proposed project to a category for
further evaluation. The assigned category
determines the level of detail of project
planning and consultation that will be
undertaken. This project has been tentatively
assigned to Category B, on the basis that
some level of public concern is anticipated
with the project. MNR is requesting public
input on this category assignment before
proceeding further.
Comments must be received within the
30-day comment period, which expires on
February 10 , 2006
If MNR decides that this is a Category B or C project, this notice will serve as the first of two public notices. The second notice, a Notice of
Completion, will be provided to parties who have provided input or requested further notice. MNR may proceed to implement the project without
issuing a further general notice.
Comments and personal information regarding this proposal are collected under authority of the Environmental Assessment Act and Public Lands
Act to assist MNR in making decisions related to this application. Comments not constituting personal information as defined by the Freedom of
Information and Protection of Privacy Act, will be shared among MNR and others as MNR considers appropriate, and may be included in
documentation available for public review. Personal information will remain confidential unless prior consent to disclose is obtained, however this
information may be used by MNR to seek public input on other projects.
For more information about this project, please contact:
Ministry of Natural Resources
Sioux Lookout District
PO Box 309
Sioux Lookout, ON P8T 1A6
Attn: Joe Muli
Tel: (807) 737-5041
Fax: (807) 737-1813

fière
de mes o r i g i n e s .

Je suis

honorer
et un avenir à
bâtir.
tir.

J’ai un passé à

J’ai mes

Je peux

idées.
id

faire

un geste qui

compte.

Je suis Autochtone et j’ai choisi d’exercer mon droit de vote à l’élection fédérale.
Pour savoir si mon nom est sur la liste électorale
et ce que je dois faire si je prévois être absent le jour d’élection,
je n’ai qu’à communiquer avec Élections Canada. C’est tout!

Je peux voter!
voter
Pour plus de renseignements, communiquez avec votre bureau local d’Élections Canada.
Vous trouverez le numéro sur notre site Web ou en composant notre numéro sans frais.

w w w. e l e c t i o n s . c a
1 800 463-6868

ATS 1 800 361-8935 pour les personnes sourdes ou malentendantes
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Want Ads
UNEMPLOYED?

Want Ads
Get Results!

If you are unemployed and are having difficulty finding a job or have
limited skills and would like to upgrade, we would like to meet you!

√
√
√

Call James at

737-4207

√

TIKINAGAN CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICES

√
√

INTAKE/INVESTIGATION WORKER
SIOUX LOOKOUT

Assistance with job searches, including resumes,
cover letters and interview skills
Internet access for job searching
Provide one on one employment counseling services,
including interest testing
Assist individuals complete applications for HRSDC
programs, such as Self-Employment Benefit, Skills
Development Benefit, Targeted Wage Subsidy, Skills
Link, Job Creation Partnership, Achieving Success,
and the Opportunities Fund
Deliver workshops and group information sessions
Provide outreach services to the surrounding area,
including Hudson and Pickle Lake

For more information about our services or to make an appointment with
a counselor, please call Diane Martin or Roxanne Hammond with:

POSITION SUMMARY: Reporting to the Intake/Investigation
Supervisor, this position is responsible to investigate all
referrals received by the agency.

Sioux-Hudson Employment Services
70 Wellington Street
Sioux Lookout, ON
(807) 737-1672
Toll free in the "807" area code - 1-866-307-4751
Or by e-mail: info@siouxlookoutjobs.com

***This position will be based in Sioux Lookout***
QUALIFICATIONS:
1. Demonstrate academic/educational qualifications and
experience in the field of social services/child welfare,
preferably with a diploma or degree in an appropriate
field of study.
2. Possess excellent verbal and written communication skills.
3. Awareness of and sensitivity to Native culture.
4. Be creative in problem-solving and empathetic toward
children, families and communities of the area served by
Tikinagan.
5. Ability to speak one of the Nishnawbe-Aski language
dialects is preferred.
6. Experience with a computerized database system an asset.
7. Excellent organizational skills with the ability to follow
through on tasks independently.
8. Experience in conducting Child Protection
Investigations.
9. Must:
a) have a valid Ontario driver’s licence.
b) provide a criminal records check prior to employment.
c) be willing and able to travel.
10. Must be willing to participate in the New Hires Training
11. On the job training will be provided.

DEADLINE: 4:30 PM

*ONLY THOSE SELECTED FOR AN INTERVIEW WILL BE CONTACTED*

Thank You to Tom’s Delivery
for delivering the Bulletin to
Dinorwic & Wabigoon

TOM’S DELIVERY
Serving Dryden, Sioux Lookout & Hudson

7 DAYS
A WEEK

Ph. Pager 223-6112
Fax 221-3319

Vermilion Bay, Ear Falls, Red Lake and Balmertown every Thursday

The Sioux Lookout Bulletin
would like to thank Wasaya Airways
for delivering the paper to our
readers in the northern
communities.

Phone to register for our free workshop: “Job Search Techniques”
to be held on Thursday, February 9, 2006 @ 2:30 p.m.
This initiative is funded by the Government of Canada's
Employment Assistance Services Program

Passenger & Cargo Charters
Call Toll Free: 1-877-492-7292
www.wasaya.com

Got a Beef or Bouquet?
The Bulletin
wants your letters.
Snail-mail,
e-mail, fax
or drop off
your letter.

PLEASE SUBMIT AN UPDATED RESUME, COVERING
LETTER & 3 REFERENCES TO:
Hiring Committee
Tikinagan Child and Family Services
Box 627, 65 King Street
Sioux Lookout, ON P8T 1B1
Fax: (807) 737-4550
Email: hr@tikinagan.org

CLOSING DATE: January 20, 2005

Sioux Lookout Bulletin

Box 1389
40 Front St.
Sioux Lookout, ON
P8T 1B9
Fax: 737-3084
E-mail
bulletin@siouxbulletin.com

Sioux Lookout Meno-Ya-Win Health Centre

ENHANCE Vice President of Health Services
Sioux Lookout, a four-season full-service management and planning skills, excellent
YOUR
community of 6,000 is the headquarters verbal and written communication abilities,
the Sioux Lookout Meno-Ya-Win exposure to and understanding of First
CAREER! for
Health Centre. This is an exciting new Nations culture and values, and a history of
and specialized regional working constructively and positively with all
CHALLENGE organization
health centre for a large area of stakeholders to achieve success.
Ontario, formed by the
YOURSELF! Northwestern
recent amalgamation of two acute If you are a qualified health professional
hospitals, an extended care facility, and
primary care and community care
programs, serving a total catchment
population approaching 30,000.
As the Vice President of Health Services,
you will lead the ongoing integration and
development of all care programs
encompassing acute, long term, and
extended
care
nursing
services,
ambulatory clinics, diagnostic imaging,
laboratory services, admissions and health
records.
Reporting to the CEO, you will be a key
member of the executive management
team who are leading the planning and
development of a new hospital facility,
organization and programs to meet the
health needs of the region. You will bring to
the organization, a career history of
successful health programs management
in complex, culturally sensitive and diverse
organizations. You will possess a strong
sense of professionalism, mature strategic

interested in this great leadership
opportunity in a dynamic developing
organization, have the required depth of
experience, and are qualified at a Masters
level (preferred) with relevant education, we
encourage you to submit a written
expression of interest and complete resume.
This
position
offers
an
attractive
compensation package.
All enquiries will be acknowledged,
and will be held in strictest confidence.
Please respond via email or mail by
January 16, 2006 to:
Bev Lelonde
Manager of Human Resources
Sioux Lookout Meno Ya Win Health Centre
Box 909, Sioux Lookout, ON P8T 1B4
(807) 737-3030 x3249
blelonde@slmhc.on.ca
Visit our website at
www.slmhc.on.ca

Area Services

Aboriginal Family Support Program Lions Club Tracy Goretzki 737-0767
Friendship Centre. Candice Goretzki
Multicultural Youth Centre Terry-Lynn
737-7521
Jewel 737-1501
Aboriginal Healthy Babies Healthy
Children's Program Candi Edwards Narcotics Anonymous 737-4247
737-7922
Nitawin
Community
Development
Corporation (Aboriginal Housing) 737-4574
Aboriginal Head Start Program
Clarise Henrickson 737-7519
NW Health Unit 737-2292
Aboriginal
Healing
&
Wellness
Friendship Centre. Teddy McLaren Ojibway Power Toboggan Club
737-1976 or Gail 737-4447
737-1903
Ah-Shawah-Bin Sioux Lookout/Lac Seul Victim New 2 You offers donations to agencies &
Support Services 737-1700 or 582-9800
individuals in need. 44 King St. 737-7544
Patricia Centre for Children & Youth
737-2086

Alanon 737-2006 or 737-1485
Alcoholics Anonymous 737-2744,
737-3123 or 737-4142
Alzheimer Society of Kenora District
1-800-682-0245

Preschool Play Group Jolayne
737-8873
Rotary Club 737-1330

Anokeewin Wiichiiwaawin Employment Salvation Army 737-4686 Open Tuesday's
Program Employment Services and Drop & Saturday's
In Centre. Danica Phillips 737-1903.
Sioux Lookout-Hudson Association for
Anti-Racism Committee Terry-Lynn Jewel 737-1501 Community Living 737-1447
Arthritis Society
737-1437

Barb

Lacalamita Sioux Lookout-Hudson Minor Hockey
Acting President Andy Schardt 737-7122

Catholic Women’s League meets on the Wii-Chii-Way Gamik Program 25 Fair
second Tuesday every month. For more Street 737-7499
info call Julie Pierce 737-1123
Sunset Women’s Aboriginal Circle
C.B.L.S. Radio-1240 and 1340 AM mornings 737-7922
7:45 to 8:00, evenings 5:10 to 6:00
SWAC
Prenatal/Postnatal
Support
Chamber of Commerce 737-1937
Program Iris Wujanz at 737-7922
Community Counselling & Addiction Services Toastmasters of Sioux Lookout
outpatient treatment program 737-1275
Ralph Ireland 737-2284
Community Support Services
Dorothy Korobanik 737-3142

Tops Weight Loss Support Group. Basement
United Church. Meets every Thursday, 6PM

Community Wellness Program
Donna Ningewance 737-2214

Toy Library Debra Toppizini 737-3253

Crisis Response Services Crisis line
1-866-888-8988

Urban Multipurpose Aboriginal Youth
Centre Rodney Garland 737-1903

Schools
Diabetes Program 737-4422 or toll Hudson School 582-3311
free1-888-507-7701 all are welcome
New Life Christian Academy 737-0020
Drug and Alcohol Program Friendship
Centre. Brian Logan 737-1903
Queen Elizabeth High school 737-3500
First Step Women’s Shelter 737-1438,
24 Hour Crisis line 1-800-465-3623
Sioux-Hudson Employment Services 737-1672

Sacred Heart School 737-1121
Sioux Mountain Public School 737-3480

Churches
Genealogy Group Meets every 2nd St. Andrew’s United Church 737-3131
Thursay of each month.
Vera Kameda-Lacroix 737-2321
Sacred Heart Roman Catholic Church
737-3760
Parent Support Program
Lorraine Kenny 737-2214
New Life Assembly 737-2843
Integrated Services for Northern Children Believer’s Fellowship 737-1104
737-3200
Hudson Believer’s Fellowship Community
Learning Centre, Sioux-Hudson Literacy Church 582-3252
Council - 737-8022
Calvary Baptist Church: 737-3293
Legal Aid Ontario Legal help for low
income people 737-3074
St. Mary’s Church 737-2790
Legion Ladies Auxiliary, Br. 78 Meets first
Tuesday every month. Call Julie Pierce 737-1123
Life Long Care Program provides Aboriginal
Support Services. Peggy Cutfeet 737-1903

The Area Services Directory is available
for non-profit groups to list a name and
telephone contact number as a quick
reference for residents and visitors.
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Area chiefs tell federal minister of housing crisis
Matt Driscoll
STAFF WRITER

T

HE reaction was a
mix of skepticism
and optimism when
Joe Fontana, Federal
Minister of Labour and
Housing, held a roundtable
discussion on housing
with area First Nations
chiefs last Friday.
Accompanied
by
Kenora MP Roger Valley,
Fontana arrived for the
meeting at the Sioux
Lookout Best Western
following a stop in
Sandy Lake First Nation
to
examine
housing
conditions.
Twenty First Nations
representatives,
including the chiefs of
Mishkeegogamang,
Lac Seul, Fort Severn,
Pikangikum, Wapekeka,
and Sachigo Lake attended
the meeting. Also present
were representatives from
Shibogama First Nations
Council, Windigo First
Nations Council, and
Treaty #3 Grand Chief
Arnold Gardner.
“I’m here to tell you
that the government, the
10 provinces, the three
territories, and the First
Nations themselves are
set on the right track,”
Fontana told the group.

Fontana said this “new
paradigm” was based on
meetings held between ﬁrst
ministers and Aboriginal
leaders last November in
Kelowna which included
the announcement of $1.2
billion for Aboriginal
housing.
“The government is
changing the way we do
things, “said Fontana. “We
want a community-based
approach. You know what
your needs are better than
anyone else, so give us the
plan from the bottom up
and then we can be true

partners. We need housing
for and by Aboriginals.
The money is there. We
want the plans to come
from you.”
Frank McKay, Council
Chair of Windigo First
Nations Council, said
he had heard that type
of rhetoric before and
it hadn’t helped their
housing situation.
“When you talk about
where the cash pipeline is
ﬂowing, it isn’t reaching
our community,” said
McKay. “We feel we are
being excluded from the

discussions and from that
ﬁnancial pipeline.”
Margaret Kenequanish
of
Shibogama
First
Nations Council read
letters from the Chiefs of
some of the First Nations
her organization represents
describing a dire housing
situation.
“On behalf of the chiefs,
I would like to extend an
invitation to the minister
to come and visit these
communities,” she said.
Some also questioned
the timing of the visit, with
a federal election looming

Bulletin Photo/Matt Driscoll

Kenora MP Roger Valley, second from left, and Federal Minister of Labour and Housing
Joe Fontana, on his left, meet with representatives from First Nation communities during a
roundtable discussion on housing held last Friday evening at the Sioux Lookout Best Western.

large on the horizon.
Fontana said while
the trip would have gone
ahead whether the election
had been called or not, he
added that the election’s
outcome will be critical
to the future of Aboriginal
housing.
“January 24th does
matter,” he said. “The
Conservatives have no
plan for housing.”
All of the First Nations
representatives were given
the opportunity to speak,
with many describing subpar housing condition in
their home communities.
“It’s important to see
and talk to the people on
the ground,” said Fontana
after the discussion. “I was
in Sandy Lake, and I’ve
been across this country
and there’s no doubt that
there’s a shortage. There’s
overcrowding, there are
renovations to be made,
there are all kinds of
health issues with regard
to mould and lack of
insulation.”
Fontana said hearing
about these challenges
ﬁrst hand from Aboriginal
leaders is a step toward a
solution.
“Here
are
the
challenges and the things
we have to deal with from
transportation to cost to

quality, to mould,” he
said. “Aboriginal leaders
have said the old way
just doesn’t work…and
now we’ve embarked on
a historic agreement, and
I’m here.”
Fontana
said
developing the skills to
design and construct their
own housing will have
numerous
advantages
for
First
Nations
communities.
“Housing is a lot more
than shelter. It’s about
healthcare. It’s about
social policy. It’s about
economic development.
There’s no reason why
the unemployment rates
are three times higher
on reserves than they are
in non reserve areas,”
he said. “The skills and
entrepreneurship
they
can develop, that’s why
we want to take a holistic
approach.”
Chief
Connie
Gray-McKay
of
Mishkeegogamang said
the talks were a good
start but more needed to
be done to address the
rampant problems facing
communities like hers.
“I
really
believe
that First Nations are
in a crisis in terms of
Continued on page 17

THE MUNICIPALITY OF SIOUX LOOKOUT

MUNICIPAL
MESSAGES
See Municipal Messages online: www.siouxlookout.ca
Recreation Centre - 2006 Winter Programs
Program
Yoga

Price (GST included)
$30.00

Day & Times
Mondays
6:30pm – 7:30pm

Duration
6 weeks

Start Date
January 16th

Cardio Kick

$51.36

Tuesdays & Thursdays
7:30pm – 8:30pm

8 weeks

January 17th

Boxercise

$19.26

Mondays
5:45pm – 6:45pm

6 weeks

February 6th

Tone & Strength

$19.26

6 weeks

February 9th

Ballantes

$38.52

6 weeks

February 6th

Karate –
Children (under 12)

$60.00

Thursdays
5:45pm – 6:45pm
Mondays & Thursdays
12:05pm – 12:50pm
Tuesdays & Thursdays
5:30pm – 6:30pm (Beginner)
6:30pm – 7:30pm (Advanced)

8 weeks

January 17th

Karate –
Youth (12 – 14)

$90.00

8 weeks

January 17th

Karate –
Youth (15 – 17)

$100.00

Tuesdays & Thursdays
5:30pm – 6:30pm (Beginner)
6:30pm – 7:30pm (Advanced)
Tuesdays & Thursdays
7:30pm – 9:00pm

8 weeks

January 17th

Karate –
Adult

$120.00

8 weeks

January 17th

Tuesdays & Thursdays
7:30pm – 9:00pm

BOAT LAUNCH
PUBLIC MEETING
Tuesday, January 24, 2006
7:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Recreation Centre
Meeting Room #1
Anyone interested in attending an information session on the
municipal operation of Boat Launches is welcome to attend.
01-11,18

PUBLIC NOTICE
Regular Committee-of-the-Whole
and Council Meetings
Regular Committee-of-the-Whole (COTW) meetings are held
the third Wednesday of each month at 5:30 p.m. at the Municipal
Office Council Chambers, 25 Fifth Avenue
Regular Council meetings, to ratify motions from COTW,
are held immediately following.
The next COTW/Council meeting is Wednesday, January 18th
The public is welcome to attend.
For further information please contact
Catherine DeKelver, Deputy Clerk @ 737-2700

Register at the Recreation Centre before classes begin. For more information call 737-1994.

01-11,18
01.11

NOTICE
By-Law No.1794
Being a By-Law to prohibit the driving of motorized snow vehicles
on certain streets in the Municipality of Sioux Lookout:
1. FIRST AVENUE
3. FRONT STREET
5. KING STREET
7. TRAVEL CENTRE PARK
9. LAKESHORE ROAD

2. WELLINGTON STREET
4. THIRD AVENUE
6. FARLINGER PARK
8. ALL CEMETERIES

No person shall drive a motorized snow vehicle along any
highways, boulevards and locations listed, named or described.
Any person who contravenes the provisions of this By-Law is
guilty of an offence and, on conviction, is liable to a fine.
12-14, 01-11,25, 02-08,22

PUBLIC NOTICE
All Residents Consuming Water
From The Community Of Hudson
Water Distribution System
Boil Water Advisory
The Northwestern Health Unit has determined that the safety of
the drinking water cannot be guaranteed. Until the safety of the
water supply can be assured, all water used for human
consumption should be boiled for at least five minutes. This
advisory affects all residents of the community of Hudson. This
advisory shall remain in effect until further notice.
For further information, contact:
Larry Spyrka
Dr. Pete Sarsfield
Utilities Manager
Medical Officer of Health
Municipality of Sioux Lookout
Northwestern Health Unit
737-1664
807-468-3147

MUNICIPALITY
OF SIOUX LOOKOUT

737-2700
MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

AFTER HOURS EMERGENCY NUMBERS
ROADS:
After Hours/Weekends, 737-0313
Winter Night Shift, 737-0325
UTILITIES: 737-0324
HYDRO: 737-3806

Service Directory
Your source for community services, contractors and professionals.
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P.O. Box 99
69 Queen Street
Sioux Lookout, ON
P8T 1A1
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LITTLE RIVER

new construction,
renovations, repairs,
furnace & tank installations

Morgan Esso

Call Toby Diston
737-8066
24 Hours

P.O. Box 1029
Sioux Lookout, ON.
P8T 1B3
Tel: 807-737-2250
Fax: 807-737-2617

Small ad
(1 1/2 ” x 1 5/8 ”)

$17.83/wk
$9.50/wk

Ads run for
minimum 12 weeks
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- Furnace Repairs
Installation
Sales
Junction Hwy. 516 & 642
Call Darrell Morgan at
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Heat Wave
Heating
We feature 24 Hour
Emergency Repair Service
We Service
What We Sell
Also repair minor plumbing
and A/C problems

737-1666

after hours 737-3324

2LO*DV:RRG 3HOOHW+HDWLQJ
+RW:DWHU7DQNUHSDLUV
 UHSODFHPHQWV
&KLPQH\6ZHHSLQJ
$SSOLDQFH,QVSHFWLRQV
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737-2250
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Plumbing & Heating
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Large ad





TURNER

Electric Limited
JIM TURNER
COMMERCIAL - INDUSTRIAL - RESIDENTIAL
Ontario Hydro Authorized Contractor

24 Hour Emergency Callouts
P.O. Box 272
Hudson, ON, P0V 1X0
Email: jgturner@tbaytel.net

Bus: (807) 582-3822
Cell: (807) 737-0683
Fax: (807) 582-3822

$GYHUWLVLQJFDQKHOS
\RXUEXVLQHVV*URZ

6RPHMREVUHTXLUHD
SURIHVVLRQDOWRXFK

3(//(7),5(2)6,28;/22.287
)5217675((7

&KHFNWKH6HUYLFH'LUHFWRU\

Our Service Directory
is an
effective tool
for getting
your business
noticed.

Call James at 737-4207.

:KHQ\RXQHHGDSURIHVVLRQDO«
FKHFNWKH6HUYLFH'LUHFWRU\
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PM Computer
Services
Systems & Service since 1988
PM MUSIC
Larivee Guitars

WINDPLAY.CA
Windsurf/Kites/Kayaks

737-3673 or sales@pmcomputer.com
65 Mill Rd., Sioux Lookout, ON
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Classifieds

4 EASY WAYS TO PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD

In Person
40 Front St.
Sioux Lookout

Fax

Email

Web

737-3084

classified@
siouxbulletin.com

siouxbulletin.com

Deadline for classified advertising
is Thursday at noon
Deadline on a long weekend is Wednesday at noon

Announcements

Holiday Wedding On the afternoon of Wednesday, December 28, Beth Dasno and
Matthew Culham, celebrated
their love and commitment to
one another during a surprise
wedding ceremony in Beeton,
Ontario. Beth and Matt announced their plans to marry
following a large Christmas
feast on the evening of December 25th, giving their
parents, extended family, and
a handful of friends, only 72
hours notice of the wedding.
The wedding ceremony took
place in the living room at
Matt’s parents’ home, with
42 people in attendance. It
was a wonderfully joyful occasion, with lots of laughs,
tears, great food, games and
dancing! Beth and Matt wish
that all of their close friends
from Sioux Lookout could
have been there to join in the
celebration. They extend a
great thank you to their parents, Bob and Paddy Dasno,
and Bob and Sandra Culham
and their siblings, for the love
and support, and the helping
hands provided during the
spontaneous wedding preparations! Best wishes in the
New Year, Beth and Matt

In Memoriam
In loving memory of Kenneth
Robert Goriak, May 1958 January 2001. Always in our
thoughts and forever in our
hearts. Sadly missed by Mom
and Dad, Ron & Kevin and
families.

Pricing for classified ads:
$0.37 per word
Minimum for 23 words or less $8.50
Add a picture or graphic for $6.70
(prices do not include gst)

In Memoriam

For Sale

Help Wanted

For Rent

Snowmobiles

Doris Thompson January
2005. To hear your voice and
see your smile. To sit with
you and talk awhile. To be
together in the same old way
Would be our greatest wish
today. So please God take
a message To our precious
Aunt and Friend up above,
Tell her we miss her terribly
and give her all our love. Lovingly remembered and sadly
missed by Jacquie and Fred

Blizzard Snow Plows, Railside is the exclusive dealer for
these innovative plows, straight
blades for mid size trucks and
SUVs, or check out the new
speed wing and power plow for
3/4 or 1 tons. Move more snow
faster with a Blizzard Snow
Plow. Come and see them at
Railside Sports & Marine in
Dryden 223-3517 or Toll Free
1-888-299-3517 www.railside.
on.ca

Work for the best boss in the
world this summer YOU! If you’ve
got a business idea and are a fulltime student aged 15-29, we can
help you make it happen. Apply to
the “Summer Company” program
and receive hands-on business
training, mentoring and awards of
up to $3,000. Deadline for applications is April 10,2006. For more
information contact Carmela
807-467-4643 or 866-336-7779
email: claffin@kenora.ca

3 Bedroom 1400 Sq. ft house
for rent. Available February
1, first and last required with
references. $1100 per month
plus utilities. Call 737-4834.

1998 Yamaha XT - 500
$2200.00 1997 15HP Merc
$1100.00 14-16 ft Alum Boats.
Rob 737-0060, 737-0647.

For Sale
8”X16” Ice Shack $1000
Phone 737-3615, 737-3451
Randy or Bob.
Pre - Inventory Sale! Prices
slashed. (Don’t want to count
all this stuff!) Beadwork,
books, CDs, stones, giftware,
tarot, glass art, craft supplies and leather, and lots of
other cool stuff at rock bottom prices. Come in and save
big! Crow’s Cupboard 64 1/2
King St. 737-1069 Tues - Sat
10:30-5:30.
Choko winter clothing for the
whole family, many different
colours and styles to choose
from, kids jackets from
$69.00, complete kids suits
starting from $129.95 Adult
suits starting from $199.95
great quality at affordable
prices, come in now while
selection is at its best. Snowmobile helmets, mitts, gloves,
everything you need to keep
warm this winter. HRS Mon to
Fri 9-5:30 Sat 9-2 223-3517
Toll Free 1-888-299-3517.
www.railside.on.ca
Fish Huts - Come to Railside Sports & Marine. Fish
Huts are on sale now. Only a
few left. Guide reg $549.00
Sale $399.00, Voyager reg
$669.00 Sale $499.00, Aluminum snowmobile & ATV loading ramps. Railside Sports &
Marine, Hwy. 17 East Dryden
223-3517 Toll Free 1-888299-3517. www.railside.on.ca

Bobcat S185 turbo diesel with hi lift, quick tach,
bucket, forks, steel tracks &
bucket tilt. In excellent condition, only 800 hours. Contact
807-483-5403.

Mystery Shoppers needed in Ear
Falls, Sioux Lookout, Hudson and
Pickle Lake to shop businesses.
Apply online at www. secretshop
net.com.

For Rent

Services

New 2 Bedroom apartment
available immediately, $800/
month + utilities, no pets. Respond to d_pye@sympatico.ca

Snow removal, roofs, sidewalks, no jobs too small. Oil
personnel having trouble getting to your tank? Chimney
sweeping. Phone Stephanie
at 737-7987.

Furnished apartment 2 bedroom $1250.00 per month.
737-1035.

Asmunt & Son’s Delivery.
Drayton Road Warehouse.
Phone 807-737-1702. Cell
807-737-9381. Pager 2231715. Fax 807-737-7942.
General Freight - Gardwine
Agent - Motopak - Fedex.
Small office and house
moves - local.

RENT

ED

Vehicles
1996 Chevrolet Suburban,
5.7 V8 4WD, leather Int. 8
passenger. Excellent Condition. $13,000.00 OBO Call
Railside Sports & Marine at
223-3517 or Toll Free 1-888299-3517.
1997 Ford Explorer 4 Door
4X4. 165000 KM $5500 $6000 Safetied. 737-0978
2005 KIA Sedona LXE 7 passenger 21,000 kms, DVD,
cruise, tilt, AC, PS, PDL, PW,
Keyless entry, ABS, traction
control. $25,000 Firm. Contact
Jacob @ Home (807)7373893 Work (807)737-1702.

Wanted
Work Wanted. Odd jobs - snow
shovelling - roof shovelling
loads to dump. Call Steve 7373011.
Wanted: A member of parliament for the Kenora Riding who
will represent the interests of
Northwestern Ontario, instead
of the interests of Southern Ontario. Help finding a solution can
be found at www.votebillbrown.
com or by calling 1-888-2071628. This ad is paid for by
Kevin Ede, a disgruntled voter.
Looking for 1, preferably a 2
bedroom apt/house. Around
$600/,month $700 including
utilities Call 223-1291.

By Bradley
Harper

Prepaid Local Phone Service, Monthly Service $39.99
Transfers are free, activation
fee $39.99, Friend and Family Referral Discounts $15.00
each. A Neighbourhood Connection 1-866-391-2700
16-24 Years Old? Out of
school? Unemployed? Want
to work? Job Connect Employment Programs, SiouxHudson Employment Services, 70 Wellington Street.
Appointments available every
Thursday. Call 737-1672 for
more info.

Need to see what’s happening
Continued from page 15

housing and other issues
like infrastructure,” she
said. “They need to see
what’s happening in our
communities…we have
a lot of mould in our
community and huge
health problems in terms
of asthma, diabetes and a
rise in cancer.”
Gray-McKay
said
Mishkeegogamang had
a 102-house backlog, no
recreation centre, and no
facility to care for seniors.

That
backlog
has
resulted
in
serious
overcrowding
and
an increase in social
problems, she said.
MP Valley, who Fontana
said is on the forefront of
the ﬁght for these issues,
said the questions were
tough but necessary.
“I spend a lot of my
time in the North, and I
think it’s painful when
you see how the people are
living,” Valley said. “The
conditions people live
in are not acceptable in

Canada. I’ve tried to make
the politicians realize that
and I’ve done that by
bringing them up.”
He said the trip to
Sandy Lake had given the
minister a ﬁrst-hand look
at conditions in the area.
“It was a tremendous
experience for him. We
got the chance to see…
what the people have to
live with,” he said. “To see
how they’re living in this
mild weather in January
is one thing. Just think of
when its 35 or 40 below.”

Bradley Harper is a student at Queen Elizabeth District High School.
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SPORTS
OPTA TRAIL REPORT
Ojibway Power

Brought to you by:

Toboggan Association

Ice Conditions: The marked lake trails have at least 15 cm (6 inches) of blue ice. All lakes
have extensive slush. Frozen slush tracks are very rough. USE EXTREME CAUTION!

by Craig Nicholson

Special to the
Ontario Federation
of
Snowmobile
Clubs: Last winter,
a friend was riding a
snow covered, tertiary
road, when his sled
suddenly ﬂipped and
rolled on ice. All of
us believed that if his
sled had been studded,
the incident would not
have occurred. So
what about studs?
If you are doing a
lot of trail riding or
lake running, studs
are a valuable safety
addition to your sled.
For my thousands of
kilometres of trail
riding each winter, I
wouldn’t go without
them, just as I
wouldn’t ride without
sharp carbides on my
skis.
Studs work best
as traction grabbers
for better control
on hard packed and
frozen surfaces. They
can also be lifesavers
on unexpected icy
patches, especially in
the corners. Studs can
also enable your sled
to walk up or down a
hill whose surface has
been polished smooth
by previous sleds.
When riding across
frozen
waterways,
studs
improve
control, especially in
conditions of glare ice
or where your sled is
moving from patchy
snow to bare ice and
back again. In some
trail conditions, studs
can also provide better
control when slowing

down, although I’ve
seen studded sleds roll
as easily as non-studded
ones, when the brakes
lock up in a panic stop.
The more freeze-thaw
cycles that occur in a
winter, the more valuable
studs become, because
conditions are likely to
be icier. Studs are also
worthwhile if you tour
through several riding
areas, where the surface
can change even within
the same day. Studs may
be more valuable while
riding on frozen morning
trails than later in the
day, when the sun has
softened up the snow.
When riding with others
who have studded sleds,
it’s best for your sled to
be studded too, because
without picks, your sled
won’t perform like theirs
will — and that could
make it difﬁcult for you
to settle into the rhythm
of the group ride.
That
said,
studs
don’t work everywhere.
They are little use in
powder snow. They only
add extra weight for
mountain riding. Studs
are not as effective for
riding in the early season
or whenever else snow
cover is skimpy, because
the metal points aren’t
good on pavement or
rocks. Above all, studs
are not stopping devices.
Anyone who relies on
studs to stop their sled in
time, or who rides faster
because they have studs,
is asking for trouble.
Studs
can
be
dangerous. On one ride, a
companion’s sled tipped
on its side after slipping
off the trail into deep

OPEN 7AM - 7PM

snow. Somehow the
rider came into contact
with the spinning
track, and the studs
shredded a good pair
of snowmobile pants.
Improperly installed
studs have been known
to ﬂy off the track.
Improper installation
or an inadequate stud
pattern can cause
excessive track wear
and in extreme cases,
a ripped track.
I’m often asked
what kind of studs
I use. After trying
many brands, I stick
with Fast-Trac studs
(fasttractraction.com).
Using them, I’ve never
lost a stud or had any
track damage. Best of
all, even after 15,000
klicks of riding in one
season, the Fast-Trac
studs remained sharp
enough to provide the
extra control I’ve come
to rely on. No wonder
my buddy who ﬂipped
on that road will never
again ride without
studs! Until next time,
the Ontario Federation
of Snowmobile Clubs
says to be a safe rider
this winter. Check out
trail conditions at ofsc.
on.ca

Craig Nicholson is a
regular contributor to
Snow Goer, Canada’s
Snowmobiling
Magazine.
The
Intrepid Snowmobiler
also appears on radio
and on Snowmobiler
Television.
The
opinions
expressed
are solely those of the
author.

Monday to
Saturday

15 Wellington St.

737-1770

Sioux Lookout, ON

Toll Free 1-800-463-8070

TOP Trail Condtions
Top A Trail Sioux Lookout to ½ way to
Ignace OPEN. Not yet groomed awaiting
colder weather and more ice on lakes.
Top A Trail Sioux Lookout to Hudson
OPEN. Groomed Jan 2.
Top A Trail Hudson to ½ way to Dryden
OPEN. Not yet groomed awaiting colder
weather to freeze swampy areas.

This Week
in Sports

Stud Facts

Town Loop Trail OPEN. Groomed Dec 12.
Airport Trail OPEN. Groomed Dec 2.
L701 Hudson Loop Trail CLOSED. Expect
to mark lake and open trail on January 7.
L702 Scenic Lookout Loop Trail CLOSED.
Many trees across trail to clear.
L703 Superior Trail
Many trees across trail to clear.

SIOUX LOOKOUT
COMMERCIAL HOCKEY LEAGUE
DATE

TIME

HOME

AWAY

JAN 13
JAN 14
JAN 14

9:00 PM
8:00 PM
9:30 PM

BLADES
LAC SEUL
ROYALS

Royals
Blades
Home Hardware

DATE
JAN 11
JAN 17

QEDHS WARRIORS
WINTER COURT SPORTS
VISITOR

HOME

QE
QE

WF
RL

QEDHS BOYS & GIRLS HOCKEY

DATE

JAN 15

VISITOR

HOME

TA

QE

The Sioux Lookout Ojibway Golf & Curling Club Presents the

2005/2006 Club Bonspiels
Ojibway Ladies Bonspiel
Feb 17, 18 & 19, 2006
First 24 teams
Ojibway Mens Bonspiel
Ojibway Mixed Bonspiel
March 3, 4 & 5, 2006
Jan. 20, 21 & 22, 2006
First 24 teams
First 32 teams
Entry fee for the Ojibway Bonspiels $200 per team.
Includes Saturday Meal & Social
Register your team at the Ojibway Golf & Curling Club
or phone 737-1800, fax 737-4359 or e-mail at ojibwaygcc@gosiouxlookout.com
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SPORTS
More snow not the “white stuff” for all winter trails
Matt Driscoll
STAFF WRITER

O

NE
person’s
windfall is another’s
headache. While
high accumulations of
snow and temperatures just
below the freezing mark
have local cross-country
skiers ﬂocking to the trails,
local snowmobilers are
praying for a mid-winter
deep freeze.
“It’s actually hindered us
because we’re surrounded
by water and we need
ice so we can get out and
groom our trails,” said Ron
Bennett of the Ojibway
Power Toboggan Club.
“The temperatures are fun
to get out in but it’s not
making very good trails.”
Bennett said the heavy
early snowfall combined
with
above
average
temperatures have left the
ice too thin for grooming in
many areas.
“The A-trail running
from Ignace through Sioux
Lookout to Dryden is
open but a lot of the trail
we haven’t been able to
groom because we can’t
get a groomer on the ice
yet,” he said. “Snow’s not

our problem. Ice is our
problem.”
Apart from hampering
ice production, Bennett said
warm temperatures have
also caused the deterioration
of existing trails.
“There’s slush all over
the place. All of the lakes
are covered in slush and
some of the trails are
rough because of that. The
snowmobiles go through
the slush and make ruts and
then it freezes and forms
bumps and what not,” he
said. “Normally lows are
around –24 and we’ve
been getting lows around
–10. We need cold weather.
We’ve got lots of snow.”
While the club is
employing a smaller
groomer to work on some
of the trails, Bennett said
things won’t really get
going until they can get
their large groomer out on
the ice.
“It’s slow going because
it takes many passes to
make a groomed trail,
whereas the big one, one
pass and you’ve got a trail,”
he said.
Bennett said even local
loop trails aren’t in top
shape.

Bulletin Photo/Matt Driscoll

At Ojibway Golf course Jennifer Hancharuk prepares to
put up new signs showing cross-country ski trails.

“Some…we
haven’t
been able to open because
there are so many deadfalls,
with all the wind we had in
the fall and the summer,” he
said. “We just don’t have the
volunteers to clear them.”
Nonetheless,
Bennett
said the high accumulations
of snow have had the
desired effect of enticing
snowmobilers out on the
available trails. In fact

the club has reported an
increase in the sale of trail
permits over last year.
On the ﬂip side of the
coin, the land-locked trails
of cross-country skiers are
in their best condition in
years.
“I think it’s an awesome
year for skiing,” said
Jennifer Hancharuk of the
Nordic Nomads CrossCountry Ski Club. “This

is the earliest we’ve been
skiing ever. John Cole,
our groomer, said it was
the ﬁrst time ever that he
has groomed at the end of
November.”
Hancharuk encouraged
all would-be skiers to
get down to Al’s Sports
Excellence and join the 95
others who have already
bought memberships. They
cost $35/individual and
$50/family.
A membership grants the
holder access to the 30 km
of trails starting out from
Cedar Bay riding stable
and Ojibway Golf and
Curling Club. Members are
also outﬁtted with a map of
the trails, including access
points and distances.
“With the cost of gas, the
price of the membership
also ensures that the trails
continue to be groomed,”
said Hancharuk.
New maps are also being
posted on the trails, and
Hancharuk said even those
familiar with the paths
should take a close look as
additions have been made.
“There’s a new piece to
the Oslund trail because
work has begun on the new
hostel,” she said. “It’s well

marked but people have to
be aware that it does cross
the snowmobile trail.”
Whiletherecentlycleared
site of the new hospital
closely borders some of the
trails, Hancharuk said the
site won’t pose a problem
and relations between the
two groups have been
cordial.
“We’re pretty adaptable
and we cut a new trail. We
worked together and plotted
out a new section,” she said.
“They were very helpful
and accommodating…no
problem at all.”
Amendments to the trail
haven’t hurt the number of
people getting out to enjoy
the favorable conditions,
said Hancharuk.
“I’ve seen everybody
from beginners to people
who have skied for years,
and that’s what crosscountry skiing is all about.
You get out and it’s great
exercise,” she said. “I’ve
got about 150 km in, and
I’m sure people have more
than that. The other nice
thing is the peace and quiet.
No phones ringing, just the
birds and a lot of animal
tracks. It’s very scenic and
very pretty.”
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